



Dear friends and donors of Symbulon Charitable Trust,




WEBSITE

Many thanks to Elsabe van de Colff for initial help

Because it was not practical to have two languages in one 
website, we created two separate (but linked) websites.

In English: https://symbulon.co.za

In Dutch: https://symbulon.online


MINI BUS

In our last newsletter we showed a glimpse of the Dance Studio 
which we hope we can built; the Mini Bus, powered by André Rieu is 
a precursor. 

The first usage of this Mini Bus on 23 januari 2020 was an 
impressive experience for the children of Buffelskloof, and a 
pleasant experience for us - we had to drive it ourselves because 
the driver was in hospital. 

On our web site you will find a short video of this „Maiden Ride”, or 
click on https://youtu.be/ALdGPhAPOls


The children of the Buffelskloof School, 10 km from McGregor, benefit from the Mini Bus. From 
now on they can dance with FSBM.

 


SYMBULON CHARITABLE TRUST

We have worked hard to have our Trust recognised by SARS in order 
to make sure donations in South Africa will be tax deductible, also 
this is the case with donations in the Netherlands. Doing the 
application in the right way with the correct forms takes time. 




BOARD CHANGE

We welcome Nelleke Gruijters as a new member in the board of Stichting Symbulon 
and is expected to be Trustee of Symbulon Charitable Trust as well. John Jongen 
resigned totally unexpected. Nelleke is warm-hearted to South Africa, where she 
intends to do volunteer work in the area of Health Care, after she retires as General 
Practitioner this July. She will take over the function of Secretary from Caroline, who 
will be the Treasurer from now on. Jan remains as the Chairman. 
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FAIRY TALE

On 12 februari 2020 the Norwegian pianist Rune Alver gave a recital in 
Wahnfried, playing music from Edvard Grieg and Signe Lund. He is not 
only a world famous piano player, living in Bergen, Norway, he also is a 
great story teller. 

In the same way as he does it in a kind of a castle in Bergen, he was telling 
a fairy tale on THOR in words and piano music to children both of First 
Step Ballet McGregor and of the Breede Centre.

Children have been impressed by this unique experience. You will find the 
short videos on our web site, or click:

https://youtu.be/soafRdXvdRQ and https://youtu.be/u70MyXKH8xg




ZOLANI YOUTH CHOIR

Symbulon cooperates with initiators in the Netherlands and with Odwa 
Mvunge of the Zolani Youth Choir in Ashton, and supports their trip in 
this July to Brussels, where they will take part of the World Choir 
Games, and also give concerts in several locations in The Netherlands.


Until now AfricEN, an other Dutch Foundation, was supporting the 
Choir. This foundation however will stop its activities in this year. 
Symbulon intends to support them, depending on the funds Symbulon 
can raise in the Netherlands, here in South Africa and maybe in other 
countries.


INSPIRING CONTACTS

Symbulon has several valuable contacts to foundations 
with similar goals. One of them is inspiring because it is 
successful over many many years in Peru, which we want 
to mention in particular: Mama Alice, initiated by 
Frederique Kallen, from Noorbeek, a small 
village in the Netherlands not far from 
Maastricht. 


Ilona Steege offered to create attractive 
animations, helpful for marketing.





DUTCH NATIONAL BALLET ACADEMY 
We had an inspiring and heart warming skype meeting with Ernst 
Meisner, Artistic Coordinator – Junior Company, and Interim 
Artistic Director. He showed enthusiasm for the initiative regarding 
the rural dance school, offers support and networking, and is 
looking for other ways of supporting our Stichting Symbulon. He 
has offered to send their costumes to South Africa at the end of 
the season in August. 

BREAKING NEWS

We had a nice meeting with the Counsellor and her advisory board, the ward committee. They 
wanted to be informed about the process, and have given their support, which of course is great. 
We got this letter (in Afrikaans). 

All ballet girls and boys will be very glad, as two of them show with their bright, shining faces. 
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All this looks like a never ending good news show, but it is fair to say that this is 
not the case for the full 100%. 

Due to developments over the time, unfortunately, the building of the dance studio 
has become more precarious than it was half year ago. Please cross fingers.


To be continued, warm regards on behalf of Symbulon, 


Caroline & Jan
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