Newsletter nr. 5
McGregor, 30-7-2020
Dear Friends of Symbulon Charitable Trust,
We still feel the pain of the totally unexpected sett back, due to obstructive neighbors, on which
we reported already in Newsletter 4, regarding the suspension of the
building of a beautiful Studio for the benefit of First Step Ballet and of
the McGregor community as such.
Nevertheless the aftermath of all this, we and the Symbulon
Charitable Trust have no intention of letting this slow us down in any
way. We try to work out a Plan B, although still premature on this
moment.
Unfortunately any progress is temporarily blocked by the prevailing
conditions of the lockdown, and the inevitable need to put the project
on hold by our main sponsor.
We very much hope, as anybody does, times will change soon, back
to normal, and we expect sponsor’s project to be oﬀ hold again.
We are not allowing ourselves to be discouraged by obstructions as
mentioned above and so are sponsors like Carolines mother who
created some quilts to decorate a future Studio.

What does the Lockdown voor First
Step Ballet McGregor, (FSBM)
The ballet school unfortunately had to
close down for some time. No classes at
all.
Recently however Mary was allowed to
restart her classes on low scale. We
admire her courage, her drive and
motivation, and her persistence.
The way the young dancers are committed
and show discipline commands great
respect.
Despite the headwind all work hard in
preparations for the Annual Youth Day,
which will this year take place on line.
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Symbulon Charitable Trust is happy to succeed in sponsoring recently the second 50% of the
donation of R 250,000.— for the year 2020 and are grateful for the contributions of many friends
or Symbulon in The Netherlands, and in South Africa as well.
This is the letter we received as a respons on the this year donation.
Dear Trustees, Friends and Sponsors of the Symbulon Trust
First of all I would like to thank you all for your continuos support, it means so much to First Step
Ballet. It is life changing, so a huge “Thank you”.
I would so love to bombard you all with our exciting news from March this year, but unfortunately due
to Covid 19 most of our planned activities have been put on hold until further notice. I will however
tell you a little about how it’s been for me as the Teacher/ Mother of FSB. Not being able to see the
children on a regular basis was and still is very hard, not only for me but for the children themselves.
Our happy and positive space is being in the Ballet class and I truly miss these special times. I guess
I’m a sort of ‘Lifeline’ for the children, a stable, reliable person who they have come to trust and rely
on and all of a sudden I’m no longer there for them to phyiscally see and touch. I try to drive through
the village in White City where a lot of the children live, I take with me sandwiches and chocolates for
those that I can find, I wave and tell the children “not long now” that’s certainly wishful thinking and
positive vibes. During lockdown it has certainly given me a lot of time to reflect on my work here in
McGregor. First Step Ballet is the reason that I get out of bed everyday, my passion for the children
and dance is the thing that keeps me going so at home I have continued to choreograph new pieces
for the children and generally kept myself ballet busy!
Great news!
During the last few weeks we were informed that we could enter the Montagu Youth Arts Festival online doing Ballet solos, fantastic news! My heart was so happy and so were the Seniors of FSB, we can
only have ten children in the class but it’s a start. I also have five baby ballerinas too. So a new Ballet
for both groups. Watch this space as I’m sure during August you will be able to see the children
perform once more. We santize everyday and the children wear their masks to protect each other. To
say that we are happy to be back would be an understatement but now we must think carefully how
we introduce more children back as time goes by. I think a lot of performances this year will be online. We will do a performance for the McGregor Magic Gardens and anything else that comes our way.
We have a lot to catch up on.
Last of all I wish you all good health, stay safe!
Best wishes and love to you all from a chilly South Africa!
Mary Corpe Silver
Founder of FSBM

What does the Lockdown mean for Stichting Symbulon and Symbulon Charitable Trust?
Many sponsors in The Netherlands who gave their warm support mentally, materially and
financially had to stop this all at once, due to tact that performing arts, concerts, ballet and opera,
dance classes had to cancel their activities, because Theatres, Ballet Schools, High School with
promising support had to close their doors, with all its consequences, last but not least financially.
Dutch government is thankfully financially supporting which relieve the financial losses a little.
Many of those institutes developed creative initiatives on line, but still this cannot compensate the
huge impact of the threat of the corona virus.
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Nevertheless a number of sponsors went on donating with a warm heart for the McGregor
children; an individual had to give up, but others did extra donations. Great.
TRUST and TRUSTEES
The board of Stichting Symbulon is unchanged, Nelleke Gruijters, secretary, Caroline van de
Velde, treasurer, Jan Graat, president. A triumvirate is suﬃcient for managing the Stichting, and is
legally OK for the Netherlands. Most of the work has to be done in South Africa, anyway, by the
Symbulon Charitable Trust, which is closely related to the Stichting Symbulon.
The Trustees of Symbulon Charitable Trust, Anne Binos, Louise van Riet, Ockert
Jonker, Caroline van de Velde and Jan Graat have been winged a little, for the
moment.
Lockdown doesn’t allow meetings, and developments are frozen.
Support to The Zolani Youth Choir, mostly by video productions and
communication with organizing friends in The Netherlands has to be postponed:
the participation in the World Choir Games is not possible because those Games
have been cancelled for this year, hoping next year will be better.
Support with promotional video productions for The Breede Centre and for
Mothertongue had to be put on hold.
Moreover we still wait for a new Letter of Authority, which we have applied for in
March of this year, which had to be done due to a change in composition of the board Wynand
Barnard left as trustee. This however is still pending.

We take the delay with humor, and do not want to deprive you of a development that will make
you laugh:
After submitting the application for a new Letter of Authority, the chaotic situation made that all
our forms have been lost, but fortunately there has been taken care of this.
Some later we got a message that one document was missing: The Death Certificate of the person
who is leaving the Trust. That man however is still alive.
We patiently wait till we get the good news that we can collect the amended Letter of Authority.
The Website
All information and newsletter in English and in Dutch have been posted on our web sites: https://
symbulon.online en https://symbulon.co.za
New video films on developments will follow soon; you will find them on “Filmpjes” or “Videos” on
the web sites.
Support
Although we are very happy with support from the Netherlands, we appreciate your support as
well. We recently got the certification of a NPO (Nr. 245-052) and the SARS exception is in
process, depending on the new Letter of Authority.
Warm regards on behalf of all Trustees,
Jan Graat, Chairman of Symbulon Charitable Trust.
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